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Humanities Research:  Method, Theory and the Disciplines 
Dr. James Hersh 
 
  
 
This course surveys research methods and theoretical frameworks in the 
humanities. Students will review basic critical and empirical research methods, 
pure vs. applied research, and quantitative vs. qualitative approaches. Models 
that combine scholarly perspectives will be emphasized as well as major 
debates concerning the uses of evidence, theory and method within and across 
disciplines. Historical-critical analysis and other techniques of interpretation 
and content analysis will be examined in the humanities and select non-
humanities fields. Differing qualitative analytical methods and how to integrate 
them will be explored. Specific case studies will focus on humanities 
approaches and questions as they intersect with the dilemmas of technological 
society, e.g., interdisciplinary work in areas such as education, urban planning, 
mental health, human rights and the environment.  
 
 
